CHAPTER II

,   ARMY AND KING

(1647-1(548)

Others apart sat on a hill retired, In thoughts more elevate, and reaaon'd high Of providence, forcknowlodgo, will, and Into ; Fix'd fato, free will, foreknowledge absolute ; And found no ond, in wandering mazes lent,

MILTON, Paradise* Loyt.

LGH natures profondcmont bonnes sont toujourn ind6oLsoH,

RENAN, St Paul.

I

1647 THE next six months were among the most difficult of Oliver's Hie. They saw him compelled to take the lead in intricate and fruitless negotiations where he won a repute for crooked purposes which never left him. To his enemies his doings seemed the ingenious shifts of an ambitious man manoeuvring for position. But a closer study reveals a very different case. In these months, passionately desirous of peace, he tried tool after tool all of which broke in his hands. His sluggish conservative mind was forced to the unfamiliar tortures of thought, and slowly, by a process of trial and error, he was driven to conclusions against which all his instincts revolted, but which were hammered into his soul by the inexorable pressure of facts.

Hitherto he had been vaguely a monarchist. To the claims which had first brought the country to war he was as resolutely opposed as ever; there could be no overriding royal and ecclesiastical prerogatives; the representatives of the people in parliament must have the final say. But to him, as to most Englishmen, a king seemed an indispensable part of the mechanism of
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